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Upcoming Events

Diocese of Gaylord
Holy Doors

 October 9th--Year of Mercy
Mass with Most Reverend
Bishop Raica

For those wishing to make a pilgrimage to the other Holy Doors located in the Diocese of Gaylord, here is a list . Please
contact the parish or visit the Diocese website, www.dioceseofgaylord.org, for directions and times of operation.

 November 20th—Holy
Doors closing. The end of
the Year of Mercy

► St. Mary Cathedral in Gaylord
► Holy Cross in Cross Village
► Mother Teresa Shrine in Hale
► St. Francis Solanus Shrine in Petoskey

The Lady appeared in a large
circle of brilliant light. She was
weeping when Melanie Mathieu,
age 11, and Maximin Geiraud,
age 15, saw her. Both simple and
uneducated, they hardly knew
each other but shared the task of
taking care of sheep. Our Lady of
LaSalette was dressed in a long
white dress with an apron, a
peasant shawl trimmed with
roses, slippers covered with
pearls, a crown with beautiful
light emanating from a ring of
various colored roses around the
crown, and a luminous crucifix
on a chain about her neck. On
either side of the crucifix were
hammer and pincers, symbols of
the passion.
Speaking in French, she told
them that she was sad that many

people did not respect Sundays
nor her Son’s name and asked for
prayer and penance. The Lady
warned them about the
chastisement that would afflict
the world in the form of grain
failures and famine because her
people fail to submit to God. She
told them that no matter how
much reparation and prayer they
make, they would never
recompense the pain she has
taken for us.
She urged them to pray well,
morning and evening and told
each child a secret. Constant
prayer and faith will lead us to a
closer relationship to God was
Our Lady’s plea as she directed
us to her Son. Her message
continues to be pertinent for our
time where the lack of
faithfulness to the
Commandments erodes our
religious faith.

the “beautiful
Lady.” Maxim
described the
Lady as a mama
whose own
children had
beaten her and
she escaped to
the mountain to weep. Their
parish priest sent them back up
the mountain with some trusted
adults; a spring had appeared
where the beautiful Lady had
appeared. Within a year, 23
miraculous cures were reported to
have occurred at the spring.

In 1851, the Bishop issued a
formal declaration authorizing
public devotion to Our Lady of
LaSalette. The children agreed to
send Pope Pius IX the secrets
revealed to them. The children in
separate locations with two
witnesses wrote down the secrets
which were sent by the Bishop to
the Pope. Pope Pius IX approved
After the Lady conversed with
the public devotion the same year
them, the children were not able but never publically disclosed
to identify her. When they told
the secrets.
their story, they simply called her .

For Many Generations to Come?

► Holy Cross in Beaver Island
► St. Bernard Church on Alpena
► Cross in the Woods in Indian River

If you are planning on making a pilgrimage to the Holy Doors, you will
soon! With November 20, 2016 being the end of the Year of Mercy, all Holy Doors will be closed.

Also referred to as Our Lady of
Tears, Our Lady appeared in
1846, near the small French town
of LaSalette to young shepherds.
The French Revolution and the
Revolution of 1830 were over,
but mid-19th century France was
still in turmoil.

need to do it

Thank you to all who visited the Holy Door located at Our Lady of the Woods Shrine!!

In May of this year, Linda
Whaley sat, watching her
granddaughter, Mia, receive
her First Communion. To
Linda, Mia was taking part in a
long line of family members
celebrating sacraments at St.
Mary Parish.
Linda grew up in Mio and
went to St. Mary even before
there was a “church”. She took
part in the very first class of
children to receive first
communion at our Shrine in
1956. She was also the first
person to crown Mary in the
May Crowning. She crowned
the Our Lady of Fatima statue.
Linda then married Richard
Whaley in June 1966 at St.

Mary. Even though they did not the backside of the Shrine has
always live in Mio and attend
been restored! We are grateful to
St. Mary, they always attended have your family as parishioners.
and raised their children, James
and Kristi, in the Catholic
church.
Kristi did her First Communion
at St. Michael in Pinconning in
1983 and her Confirmation at
St. Mary in 1987.
Mia is now the third generation
to do her sacraments at St Mary.
Thanks to Linda and her family,
in honor of her husband,
Richard and her parents, Walt
and Agnes Lixey, the Our Lady
of Fatima apparition located on

Linda, Kristi, Mia

Linda-1956

Mia-2016
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Legacy Pavers are a part of the
restoration plan of our beautiful
Shrine. These pavers will
surround the perimeter of the
sidewalk of the Shrine
structure.
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Shrine Restoration Update

alization can be your name,
family name, a dedication to a
deceased loved one or anyone
close to your heart. The cost is
$100 for a 4”X8” paver which
will accommodate 3 lines of
text. Also available is an 8’X8”
paver that allows for 6 lines.

Christ the King and Our Lady of
Guadalupe statues were restored
by Chris Moran of Moran Art
Studio from New Boardman,
Michigan with deep cleaning to
remove the algae and stains,
repairing the cracks and damaged
areas. The surface was then
honed to recondition the marble.

To order your Legacy Paver,
please fill out the form to the
right and return with your
check to:

St Mary Catholic Church
By purchasing a Legacy Paver,
Attn: Dawn Downey
you will be commemorating
PO Box 189
your past, present and future at
Mio MI 48647
the Our Lady of the Woods
Shrine.
Please make checks payable to:
Our Lady of the Woods Shrine
It is easy to be apart of this
Restoration
legacy project. First, you will
If you have any questions, contact Dawn Downey at (989) 335-0191 or Jim
choose your paver size. Then,
Lemerand at (989) 735-3111.
you personalize it! The person-

First Class Relics
Do you know that there are three
First Class relics mounted on the
south wall inside the Family
Grotto on the back side of the
Our Lady of the Woods Shrine?
To the left of the Holy Family
Statue are St. Francis of Assisi
and St. Anthony of Padua. A St.
Anne First Class relic is to the
right of the Holy Family Statue.
A relic is a piece of the body of
the saint, an item owned or used
by the saint, or an object which
has been touched to the tomb of a
saint. There are three classes of
sacred relics. First Class is a part
of the saint’s body. The Second
Class is a piece of the saints
clothing or something used by the
saint, while the Third Class is an
object which has been touched to
a First, Second or another Third
Class relic.
The Fathers of the Church took
up the theme of the reverence
paid to the sacred relics as early
as the fourth and fifth centuries.
By the 1100’s, relics were being
venerated in churches and shrines
which attracted numerous
pilgrims. It is the belief that
wonder-working power of the
saint
was to be found not only in the
entire body but also in every part

of it and in objects that had been
in contact with his/her person.

Our First Class Relics

To venerate the relics of the
saints is a profession of belief in
several doctrines of the Catholic
faith:
1. The belief in everlasting life
for those who have obediently
witnessed to Christ and His
Holy Gospel here on earth.
2. The truth of the resurrection of
the body for all persons on the
last day.
3. The doctrine of the splendor of
the human body and the
respect which all should show
toward the bodies of both the
living and the deceased.
4. The belief in the special
intercessory power which the
saints enjoy in heaven because
of their intimate relationship
with Christ the King.
5. The truth of closeness to the
saint because our connection in
the communion of saints. We
as members of the Church
militant or pilgrim Church, and
they as members of the
Church Triumphant.
The relics of the saints and their
veneration is just another in the
long line of treasures which Jesus
Christ has given to His chaste
bride, the Church.*

FALL 2016

Rejoicing in Faith, A Pilgrimage with Mary

Legacy Pavers
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St. Anne, the Mother of the
Blessed Mary

The Christ the King statue, when
removing the cement holding
base, was found to have an
unstable platform that over time
would have caused the statue to
fall. The statue had to be moved
to a more solid base. Frank
Werner and Richard Troyer, after
consultation with Father San,
decided to move the statue
approximately 25 feet to the
center of the front portion of the
front grassy area, making a
circular cement base for the
statue to rest. Due to the weight
of the statue, approximately
2,000 pounds, a crane type truck
had to be brought in for the
move. Huron Granite Works, Inc.
sent two workers and the transfer
from one platform to the new
platform was completed
successfully. Decorative stones
were then obtained to surround
the circular cement base.

BEFORE

AFTER

The Fatima statues and
Bernadette will be restored in
a similar manner in midSeptember by Michelle
Bowman from Restorations
Plus, LLC. out of St. Louis,
Missouri.

Feast Day: July 26
Patroness: Housewives, women in
labor, cabinet makers and miners

St. Francis of Assisi

Of St. Anne there is little
information. She is not mentioned in
the New Testament, and we must
depend on apocryphal literature,
chiefly the Protoevangelium of
James, which dates back only to he
2nd century. Anne, wife of Joachim,
was
advanced in years and that
her prayers for a child had not been
answered. Once as she prayed
beneath a laurel tree near her home
in Galilee, an angel appeared and
St. Anthony of Padua
said to her, “Anne, the Lord hath
Feast Day: June 13
heard thy prayer and thou shalt
Patron Saint: Finder of Lost
conceive and bring forth, and thy
Articles
seed shall be spoken of in all the
Born: 1195 as Fernando Martins, world.” Anne replied, “As the Lord
in Lisbon Portugal
my God liveth, if I beget either male
Died: 1231
or female, I will bring it as a gift to
Joined Franciscan Order where
the Lord my God; and it shall
he changed his name to
minister to Him in holy things all the
Anthony
days of its life.” And thus Anne
Canonized: 1232 by Pope
became the mother of the Blessed
Gregory IX
Virgin Mary.
Feast Day: October 4
Patron Saint: Animals,
Ecology, Italy, and Merchants
Born: 1181 or 1182 as
Giovanni di Pietro di
Bernardone, in Umbria, Italy
Died: October 3, 1226
Founder of Franciscan Order
Canonized: July 16, 1228 by
Pope Gregory IX

Eventually, in 2017, flowers
Michelle and her crew have done
will be planted around the
work on the Basilica in St. Louis,
outside of the cosmetic stones. along with many other projects
throughout the Midwest.
Our Lady of Guadalupe was
also found to be tilting
The monument portion of the
backwards and was
Shrine has not had any work
straightened. The statue had a done because the local stone
crown, which was not correct masons have not been available
for this Marian depiction and
to work on this project because of
was carved off by Mr. Moran. the overload of other work. The
The statue was then honed and economy is getting better and
secured with a new base. A
construction is on the upswing.
broken moon tip at the base of This has forced us to look outside
the statue was also repaired.
and we are going to reach out and
The metal rays behind Our
contract qualified stone masons
Lady of Guadalupe was
to start in the spring of 2017,
removed and then was baked
which will raise the cost of this
for 12 hours to remove all
work considerably. At this point
paint, rust and other issues.
there are no other options.
The rays, were then placed in a
bath of paint for 4 hours to
form the hardened surface.
This paint was estimated to
have a life expectancy of 40
years. The rays symbolize the
sun rays that appeared in this
Marian Shrine depiction.

And We Have A Winner
The Lewiston Garden Club is
pleased to announce that St.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
is the winner of the 2016 “Make
Lewiston Beautiful” contest.
Cathy Hilgendorf and several
members of the Lewiston Garden
Club presented a plaque (JK
Custom Signs) to Cathy Grachal
and a few members of the St
Francis Garden Committee. The
LGC

would like to thank the six
businesses and organizations who
participated: Attic Addict,
American Legion Post #198,
Huston Real Estate, Kneeland
Street Gallery, Lewiston Sun N
Snow, and St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church. Each project
showed much effort, community
pride, and a genuine desire to
enhance the beauty of our fair
town.
There were nine
criteria for judging, ranging from
general attractiveness to special
effects.

Six judges rated each site in the
various categories using a scale
from 1 to 5. Special thanks go to
Dave and Sue Engel, Laurie
Haas,
Sherry May, Cindy Bagnasco,
Cyndie Kievet, and team. They
gave of their time, took this
assignment very seriously, and
added many detailed comments.
They also indicated that it was
not an easy job, but rewarding
and enjoyable.
Cathy Grachal, dressed in pink
in picture to the left, is the music
director for both St Francis of
Assisi in Lewiston and St. Mary
in Mio.

