Synod on Synodality Announcement
My name is Andrew Lashley, I am on the synodial team for the Diocese of Gaylord, I am also
the Synodial Coordinator for our parish. Today I would like to make a short announcement about
what the Church is calling "The Synod on Synodality". "The Synod on Synodality" is a Church
wide event where the Holy Father, Pope Francis has asked that the lay faithfuland clergy
participate, journey together and dialogue about allthings pertaining to the faith. ln the light of
Christ's truth, parishioners are invited to share thoughts and feelings, to begin healing wounds
and to look for pathways forward within our local communities in order to improve our parishes,

dioceses, and the Universal Church.
The Church has asked every parish to organize meetings where ideas can be brought and
communicated. All baptized lay faithful are encouraged to attend these confidential meeting
sessions. The Church is searching out those who are active in the life of the Church, those who
may not be active in our parish and also those on margins and peripheries of our community
and society. The Church needs YOU to participate and work toward evangelizing and re
evangelizing for the future of our Church. All information received by the parish synods will be
sent to the diocese in a report. From there the synodia! team for the diocese will compile all
parish reports and gain consensus opinions and form their own ten page report that will go to
the Archdiocese and then on to Rome.
Your voice matters! Speak up and Share!
Parish synodial meetings will begin soon!You can participate in the synodial process by
attending one of our group consultation meetings.
To aftend a consultation meeting please write your name on the sign up sheet at the back

of the sanctuary. Space is limited for the consultations and more consultations wil! be
planned if there is a need for more.
Parish Consultation meetings will be held in the parish hall on:
Saturday March 26th after 4:00 PM Mass and
Sunday March 2Tthatler 9:00AM Mass
NOTE:Attached are questions that will be asked during the synodial meetings, please look
them over and pray for charitable responses to each of the questions being posed prior to
coming to the synodial meetings.
!f you have questions or concerns about the synodial process, or would like to help out, please

feel free to callor text me at (989) 745-5564
Thank you all and God Bless you,

Questions for Gonsultation
Prior to attending a consultation please read, reflect, and pray about the
following questions. The bolded questions represent the main themes of
the synod, and the bulleted questions are intended to increase depth of
conversations during the consultation.

.

A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospet, 'Journeys together." How is this
"journeying togethe/' happening today in your local Church? What steps does the Spirit
invite us to take in order to grow in our "journeying together"?
What does the Gospel call us to through our Baptism?
How are we called to follow Jesus here and now?
In our local Church, who are those who "walk together"? Who is being left out?
How is every baptized person called to participate in the mission of the Church? How
does our community support us in living our work and family lives in a missionary way?
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What is the Holy Spirit saying to our Church today?
How is the Church a visible witness in the world? What needs to be done to make it
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What is the mission of our Church? What are we doing that matches that mission? ls
that mission the same as my local parish?
What enables speaking up courageously, candidly, and responsibly in the Church and in
society?

What should we do to improve our parish?
Do prayer and liturgicalcelebrations actually inspire and guide our common life and
mission in our community?
How does our parish connect our local community with God? How does our parish
proclaim God's Word among ourselves and in the broader community? Are we meetings
the needs of our community?
How does our parish try to extend to the world the justice and peace of the Kingdom of
God?
How are lay ministries and the responsibility of the laity promoted? What has been my
experience of offering time, talent, and treasure to the parish?
What areas of the parish's mission could be improved or expanded?
What is our parish's responsibility toward those in non-Catholic faith traditions?
What is our parish's responsibility toward fallen-away or nonpracticing Catholics?
What are the steps we need to take with those outside the Church in our community,
those who have fallen away from the Church, and how can we begin to take those
steps?
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